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General Preface

The theoretical focus of this series is on the interfaces between subcomponents
of the human grammatical system and the closely related area of the interfaces
between the different subdisciplines of linguistics. The notion of ‘interface’ has
become central in grammatical theory (for instance, in Chomsky’s recent Min-
imalist Program) and in linguistic practice: work on the interfaces between
syntax and semantics, syntax and morphology, phonology and phonetics, etc.
has led to a deeper understanding of particular linguistic phenomena and of
the architecture of the linguistic component of the mind/brain.

The series covers interfaces between core components of gram-
mar, including syntax/morphology, syntax/semantics, syntax/phonology,
syntax/pragmatics, morphology/phonology, phonology/phonetics, phonet-
ics/speech processing, semantics/pragmatics, intonation/discourse structure
as well as issues in the way that the systems of grammar involving these inter-
face areas are acquired and deployed in use (including language acquisition,
language dysfunction, and language processing). It demonstrates, we hope,
that proper understandings of particular linguistic phenomena, languages,
language groups, or inter-language variations all require reference to inter-
faces.

The series is open to work by linguists of all theoretical persuasions and
schools of thought. A main requirement is that authors should write so as to
be understood by colleagues in related subfields of linguistics and by scholars
in cognate disciplines.

David Adger
Hagit Borer
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Preface

The chapters in this volume are updated versions of talks that were presented
at the workshopQP structure, Nominalizations, and the role of DP that we
organized at Saarland University, Germany, in December 2005. Although the
connection between QP structure and definiteness, on the one hand, and
nominalizations and definiteness, on the other, were long observed in the
literature, there has never been an attempt to bring the three together, and our
aim at the workshop was to do exactly this: to address recent developments
in the area of quantifier phrase structure, nominalizations, and the linking
definite determiner D. We invited discussions among the central approaches
in syntax, morphology, semantics, and typology, paving the way towards a
more comprehensive understanding of how quantification, definiteness, and
nominalizations are encoded in the grammar.

The result was a lively and engaging workshop, with papers addressing the
core issues that we wanted to tackle, including the role of number, partitivity,
determinerless QPs, animacy, variation in nominalization, and the relation
between syntax and semantics. The theoretical discussions were framed in a
cross-paradigm and cross-linguistic perspective, and a significant number of
(partially understudied) languages were explored, including Native American
languages (e.g. Salish), Basque, Hebrew, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, alongside
English, Greek, and other more familiar European languages.

The contributions in this volume are at the interfaces between syntax–
morphology, syntax–semantics, and morphology–semantics, and many of the
novel and challenging ideas presented here come precisely because of exploring
questions posed at the interfaces. In addition, different theoretical paradigms
are represented – from Optimality Theory to Distributed Morphology, and
model theoretic semantics. Given the breadth of emprical coverage and exper-
tise, we expect this volume to be useful to linguists working in the areas
of quantification, nominalization, and (in)definiteness, and, given the broad
domain of discussion, it should be equally valuable to syntacticians, seman-
ticists, and morphologists as well as general linguists interested in the large
number of cross-linguistic data discussed. The volume can also be used for
graduate and undergraduate level teaching, though those who will maximally
benefit from its discussions will be researchers at the graduate level with some
familiarity with the issues discussed.
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our workshop: the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, GZ 4851/179/05)
for the grant, the Department of Computational Linguistics and Phonetics,
Saarland University, in particular Manfred Pinkal and his group, for their
kind hospitality at the newly built Centre for Language Research and Technology
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We would also like to thank our authors for their contributions, as well as
for responding promptly to all our requests. We have learned a lot from read-
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Chicago/Frankfurt a.M., February 2008
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n◦ nominalizer

N(I) neutral time interval

Nom nominative
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Num number

NumP number phrase
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OT Optimality Theory

PF phonetic form
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pl plural
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Poss-ing gerund its subject is a possessive (i.e. takes genitive case)
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V verb
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VI vocabulary items
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VP verb phrase

vP verb phrase



978–0–19–954108–9 00-Giannakidou-prelims OUP325-Giannakidou (Typeset by spi, Delhi) xvi of xvi July 26, 2008 20:24


